
An expert in open and distance learning, Dr Sanjay Mishra from the 
Commonwealth of Learning (COL) has been invited to give a public 

lecture at the Fiji National University (FNU) on the topic ‘Open Educational 
Resources in the South Pacific’.

Dr Mishra has over 25 years of 
experience in design, development 
and management of open and 
distance learning programmes. 
The senior academic, with a blend 
of academic and professional 
qualifications in library and 
information science, distance 
education, television production and 
training and development, has been 
promoting the use of educational 
multimedia, eLearning and the 
use of open educational resources 
(OER) and open access to scientific 
information around the world.

Associate Dean Learning and Teaching Enhancement at the Centre for 
Learning & Teaching Enhancement (CLTE) FNU, Dr Deepak Prasad said 

it would be a great honour to have Dr Mishra speak on the educational 
opportunities available in the Pacific. The public lecture will make a case for a 
Pacific approach to OER, and urge setting up of a hub for OER in the Pacific 
to curate and develop level specific and curriculum specific OER. As English 
is the predominant language in the region, such an approach fits within the 
regional collaboration framework and priorities. Using data from a survey 
conducted at the Fiji National University, the presentation will also focus on 
pathways for FNU to lead and participate in the regional collaboration.

The public lecture will be held on Monday, 11 March at the Valelevu Lecture 
Theatre at Nasinu Campus from 1-2pm.

Light refreshments will be served after the event.

For further information regarding the public lecture email: oa-clte@fnu.ac.fj

Bio Dr Mishra: Dr Sanjaya Mishra joined COL as Education Specialist: 
eLearning at its headquarters in Canada on 2 January 2015. Previously, he 
served COL as Director of the Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for 
Asia (CEMCA) from 1 July 2012 to 31 December 2014. Dr Mishra is one of 
the leading scholars in open, distance and online Learning. Prior to joining 
COL, he was Programme Specialist (ICT in Education, Science and Culture) 
at UNESCO, Paris.
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