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Wednesday 18 April, 2018  

PRESS RELEASE 

Executive chefs assist NTPC review programme 

Suva, Fiji Islands.  

The National Training & Productivity Centre’s (NTPC) National Trade Test Department (NTTD) has 
teamed up with top executive chefs from around the country to ensure that its review of the 
Cooks Trade Test framework meets international standards. 

The review team is led by Fijian Master Chef and Outrigger on the Lagoon Resort’s Executive Chef, 
Shailesh Naidu who is an expert in local and international cuisine and joining him is celebrity and 
international chef, Lance Seeto. 
 
The Occupational Skills Standard Committee (OSS) for the Cooks Trade Test framework review 
comprises of Executive Chefs from various hotels and resorts around the country. Consultations 
will be with industry representatives, employers and the training divisions.  
 
Chef Shailesh emphasised the urgency to have a review conducted for the growing culinary 
industry in Fiji to be able to incorporate the growing trends and techniques of international 
culinary when preparing dishes. 
 
“The tourism industry has grown a since the 1990s and today contributes to 40 percent of the 
Fijian economy. This review will incorporate skills sets needed by chefs as they progress in their 
career. The aim is not only to have competent chefs but to be bringing about creativity in this 
trade,” said Master Chef Shailesh.  
 
“I believe we have the capability, as many of our chefs are leaders at many hotels and resorts the 
world over. We have to ensure that we continue this momentum and always challenge ourselves 
to improve what we do and how we do it. It’s always good to set high standards so we can strive 
towards being the best”. 
 
Director NTPC, Doctor Isimeli Tagicakiverata commended the OSS committee and its review 
process.  
 
“Trade Test review is a key process towards ensuring that our people in this industry have certified 
skills which are on par with industry standard and also have international acceptance,” says Dr 
Tagicakiverata. 
 
This review will incorporate skills sets needed by chefs as they progress in their career. The review 
will also aid NTPC in providing specific in-service training so that the local chefs can get up skilled 
and also gain certification. 
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“It is important to understand every customer’s desire and to capture the uniqueness of Fijian 
cuisine,” highlighted Celebrity Chef Lance Seeto.  
 
“Practical components and thorough understanding with a developed palate is very vital to 
understand what the customer’s desire and to capture the uniqueness of Fijian,” says Chef Seeto. 
 
“NTTD’s policy is to establish and review the national standards so that the assessments are 
current and relevant to the industry standards,” commented Manager Trade Test, Alvin Lal.  
 
The review is expected to be completed by May after which a launch is being planned. NTTD 
conducted reviews of three trades last year. 
 
NTTD offers a total of 28 trade skills assessments. 
 

For more information contact: Ana Niumataiwalu| Information Officer | Office of the Director 
|National Training & Productivity Centre| P: +679 3311 004 l Ext: 4003| 9986256 | 
Ana.Niumataiwalu@fnu.ac.fj 

 

About the Fiji National University: The Fiji National University (FNU) was established through the merger of 7 
government-owned tertiary institutions in Fiji, and commenced operations from 1 January 2010. The constituent 
institutions are found at over 40 different locations across Fiji, and collectively offer Certificates, Diplomas, Advanced 
Diplomas, Degrees, Postgraduate qualifications and Skills Upgrading for those who are already in employment. 
Approximately 30,000 students pass through the University each year. Over the last six years of its operations, the 
University has registered major achievements with regard to new programme delivery, quality improvements and 
contribution to research and publications via its 5 Colleges: The College of Humanities & Education (CHE), the College 
of Medicine, Nursing & Health Sciences (CMNHS), the College of Engineering, Science & Technology (CEST), the 
College of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry (CAFF), the College of Business, Hospitality & Tourism Studies (CBHTS) 
and the National Training & Productivity Centre (NTPC). 
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