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Wednesday, 14 February 2018  
PRESS RELEASE 

Females dominate medical school 
Suva, Fiji Islands.  

College of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences (CMNHS) has seen an increase in female students 
entering into its programmes. 
 
Speaking at the new student orientation, CMNHS Dean, Dr William May said historically the institution has 
been very male dominant. 
 
“But in the last 10 years statistically we have noted that females are now more compared to male 
students,” he said. 
 
Dr May said last year 70 per cent of the graduates were females out of the 618 students that graduated. 
 
“So more females are enrolling and more females are also completing their studies,” he said. 
 
The College enrolls more than 2500 students per year. 
 
“Our programmes have been very competitive year in year out. We are limited by places not only in the 
college but also in the hospital and the environment where you will work,” he said. 
 
Riyashni Chand enrolled for Bachelor of Oral Health said her parents always motivated her to do well in 
high school. 
 
Chand who is from Vutuni Ba said she was excited to be enrolled for the Oral Health programme. 
 
“Becoming a dentist has been my dream since I was in primary school,” she said. 
 
The ex-Xavier College student said more female numbers at CMNHS means girls are working hard and 
getting good marks. 

  

For further information, please contact the Riteshni Singh on Email: mmco@fnu.ac.fj  or Phone: 3394000 ext. 3005 

 
About the Fiji National University: The Fiji National University (FNU) was established through the merger of 7 government-
owned tertiary institutions in Fiji, and commenced operations from 1 January 2010. The constituent institutions are found at 
over 40 different locations across Fiji, and collectively offer Certificates, Diplomas, Advanced Diplomas, Degrees, Postgraduate 
qualifications and Skills Upgrading for those who are already in employment. Approximately 30,000 students pass through the 
University each year. Over the last six years of its operations, the University has registered major achievements with regard to 
new programme delivery, quality improvements and contribution to research and publications via its 5 Colleges: The College of 
Humanities & Education (CHE), the College of Medicine, Nursing & Health Sciences (CMNHS), the College of Engineering, Science 
& Technology (CEST), the College of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry (CAFF), the College of Business, Hospitality & Tourism 
Studies (CBHTS) and the National Training & Productivity Centre (NTPC). 
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