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Forty participants graduated with a Postgraduate 
Certificate in Executive Public Leadership at the 
Fiji National University (FNU) Nasinu Campus 

following the successful completion of a two-week course 
held from 15 to 26 June.

The programme was a strategic educational initiative 
that builds on the State Partnership Programme between 
the Nevada National Guard of the United States and the 
Republic of Fiji Military Forces (RFMF), bringing world-
class leadership education to military and civilian leaders 
from both Nevada and Fiji.

Participants from the Republic of Fiji Military Forces 
and Territorial Forces, the Fiji Police Force, the Fiji 
Corrections Service, as well as various Government 
ministries and organisations, undertook an intensive 
programme designed to strengthen critical leadership 
competencies, enhance strategic thinking, and foster 
effective decision-making in complex environments.

The course provided participants with practical 
leadership tools and insights to support organisational 
excellence and strengthen leadership capacity across Fiji’s 
public sector and security institutions.

Prime Minister, Honourable Sitiveni Ligamamada 
Rabuka, who officially launched the course highlighted 
that the programme was timely and necessary, reflecting 
the growing importance of preparing leaders who can 
navigate complexity, drive reform and deliver results in an 
increasingly demanding public service environment.

“In recent public discourse, there has been a clear and 
consistent call for the strengthening of leadership across 
our public institutions, with a particular emphasis on 
the need for quality, capable, and accountable leaders. 
In this environment, governance must extend beyond 
administration to one that is responsive, forward-looking, 
and firmly anchored in the public interest,” Honourable 
Rabuka explained.......CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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“This approach 
strengthens the 

capability of 
public institutions 

by fostering a 
more considered, 

evidence-based, and 
outcomes-oriented 
leadership culture.”

BY ROMEKA KUMARI

Vice-Chancellor Professor Unaisi Nabobo-Baba, Prime Minister Honourable Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka, Chargé d’Affaires John Degory, Nevada National Guard Head of Delegation 
Lieutenant Colonel Christopher LeRoy, College of Southern Nevada Head of Delegation Professor Kevin Raiford, (seated front row) and members of the FNU Senior Leadership Team joined 

participants of the Executive Public Leadership Course during the official launch at the Nasinu Campus on 17 June 2026. Photo Credit: Luke Salababa

Prime Minister, Honourable Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka. 
Photo Credit: Luke Salababa
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The Fiji National University has 
made history as the first tertiary 
institution to visit Wainikeli Junior 

Secondary School, a newly established 
school in Qeleni village, Taveuni.

This milestone coincided with the official 
launch of FNU’s 2026 Student Liaison 
Outreach Programme on the Garden Island 
in May.

Wainikeli School, founded last year, 
enrols 21 students in Years 9 and 10.

School Principal Mr Eneriko Qalica 
expressed his pride: “We are immensely 
proud that FNU reached our doorstep 
first. Their visit has ignited hope among 
our students, many of whom come from 
farming backgrounds.”

During the outreach, students were 
introduced to a broad range of programmes 

available at FNU and the prospects 
available after secondary education.

“Until now, most of our students only 
envisioned farming as their future. Thanks 
to FNU, they now see further education as 
an attainable and exciting pathway,” Mr 
Qalica shared.

He also emphasised the importance of 
awareness about Technical and Vocational, 
Education and Training (TVET) 
programmes.

“We are confident that the TVET courses 
will definitely empower students to make 
informed career choices.”

The outreach team also visited Bucalevu 
Secondary School, Niusawa Methodist 
High School, Holy Cross College, and 
South Taveuni College.

Vasemaca Maisamoa, the Hostel Head 
Girl of Bucalevu Secondary, expressed her 
gratitude.

“FNU’s visit has ensured that students 
in remote and maritime communities like 
ours are not left behind. We are grateful 
for the opportunity to dream beyond our 
high school and envision a brighter future,” 
Maisamoa added.

Staff and students of newly established Wainikeli Junior Secondary School in Tavenuni. Photo Credit: Silika Damu.

Bucalevu Secondary School Hostel Head 
Girl, Vasemaca Maisamoa.  

Photo Credit: Romeka Kumari.

FNU Fuels Hope on Garden Island

BY ROMEKA KUMARI

FROM PAGE 1.... He said the 
programme contributes to strengthening 
institutions, advancing human capital 
and promoting sustainable and inclusive 
development.

“The programme underscores the 
critical role of leadership in bridging 
global commitments with national 
priorities. It recognises that the successful 
realisation of the SDGs depends not 
only on policy frameworks, but on the 
capability of leaders to drive innovation 
and coordination, foster resilience, and 
ensure implementation delivers real 
impact across sectors,” he said.

Shaping Tomorrow’s Leaders
He also acknowledged FNU for its 

critical role in strengthening national 
leadership capability.

“The University contributes 
meaningfully to bridging the interface 
between theory and practice, ensuring 
that leadership development is both 
grounded and relevant to the realities of 
governance. This approach strengthens 
the capability of public institutions by 
fostering a more considered, evidence-
based, and outcomes-oriented leadership 
culture.”

FNU Vice-Chancellor Professor Unaisi 
Nabobo-Baba said leadership is defined 

by service and demonstrated through 
integrity, responsibility, courage and the 
ability to bring people together around a 
common purpose.

“At the Fiji National University, we 
believe that leadership is one of the 
most important investments a nation can 

make. Strong communities, effective 
institutions, and sustainable development 
all depend on capable leaders who are 
prepared to navigate complexity while 
remaining grounded in the needs of the 
people they serve,” Professor Nabobo-
Baba said.

Meanwhile, the Prime Mibister was 
also accorded a traditional welcome 
during the launch as it marked his first 
official visit to the University since it 
transitioned to operate under the Office of 
the Prime Minister.

From left to right: Chancellor and Chair of the Fiji National University (FNU) Council, Dr Adi Alisi Talatoka Vudiniabola, Taukei 
Matanikorovatu, Asaeli Malewa, Prime Minister and FNU’s line Minister, Honourable Sitiveni Rabuka,  

US Embassy Chargé d’Affaires, John Degory and Vice-Chancellor Professor Unaisi Nabobo-Baba during the launch of the 
Executive Public Leadership Course at Nasinu Campus on June 17, 2026. Photo Credit: Luke Salababa

“Until now, most of 
our students only 

envisioned farming as 
their future.  

Thanks to FNU, they 
now see further 
education as an 

attainable and exciting 
pathway.” 

Staff and students of the newly established Wainikeli Junior Secondary School in Tavenuni. Photo Credit: Silika Damu. 
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For many students in remote 
communities, tertiary education can 
often seem like a distant dream.

However, FNU’s Student Liaison Outreach 
Programme at Kavanagasau College in 
Sigatoka has changed that perception for many 
students, including the school’s Head Girl, 
Asenaca Vunilasi, and Head Boy, Josefa Ulago.

Vunilasi described the session as a life-
changing experience that opened the eyes of 
many students who previously believed that 
pursuing tertiary education was beyond their 
reach.

“Many of us come from rural backgrounds 
where opportunities can sometimes feel 
limited. Before this session, some students 
thought that university was only for people 
living in towns and cities. FNU showed us that 
our dreams are valid and achievable regardless 
of where we come from,” she said.

“The information shared gave us confidence 
and hope. It reminded us that education is 
a pathway to a better future, and that with 
determination and hard work, we can achieve 

our goals.”
For Ulago, the visit was a source of 

motivation that encouraged students to think 
beyond the boundaries of their communities.

“The FNU team inspired us to believe in 
ourselves and to look beyond what we see 
every day. They showed us that our future 
is not limited by where we live, but by how 
willing we are to work towards our dreams,” 
he said.

“Many students leave school without 
knowing what opportunities are available 
to them. This visit helped us see the bigger 
picture and encouraged us to aim higher. It 
has empowered us to think about careers and 
possibilities we may never have considered 
before.”

Ulago added that the outreach programme 
had given students a renewed sense of purpose 
and determination.

“We are grateful that FNU travelled all the 
way to our school to meet us. Their visit has 
planted a seed of hope in many students. It 
has reminded us that success is possible and 
that our journey does not have to end in our 
communities.”

The Fiji National University (FNU) has 
concluded the first phase of its annual Student 
Liaison Outreach Programme, visiting 

secondary schools across the Western Division, as well 
as schools in Ovalau and Taveuni.

 Having visited 48 secondary schools throughout the 
Western Division, FNU is grateful for the opportunity 
to engage with students in Sigatoka, Nadi, Lautoka, Ba, 
Tavua and Rakiraki.

FNU also extends its appreciation to the students and 
teachers of secondary schools in Ovalau and Taveuni for 
providing a valuable platform to share information on 
the diverse career pathways available to future students.

Principal of Nakorotubu Secondary School, 
Sakiusa Taginisedrau, whose school is nestled in the 

interior of Ra, expressed his appreciation to FNU for 
travelling to the remote parts of the province to engage 
with students and provide guidance on the various 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET) and higher education pathways available at the 
University.Taginisedrau, who hails from Nabukadra 
Village in Nakorotubu, Ra, said FNU offered practical 
opportunities that aligned well with the aspirations and 
circumstances of students in rural communities.

“FNU is an ideal choice for our students because we 
are located in a rural and coastal area of Ra, and the 
programmes offered by FNU suit our students very well. 
We can clearly see that the interest is there,” he said.

“Our students have greatly benefited from the 
knowledge shared. This visit is more impactful than 
other campaigns because students are able to sit, listen 
attentively and gain a detailed understanding of the 
opportunities available to them.”

Meanwhile, in the Mamanuca Group of Islands, 
Malolo Island is home to Ratu Lalabalavu Secondary 
School.

Year 12 student and Head Boy, Jonetani Radomole, 
said the visit by the FNU team reassured students that 
their dreams and aspirations were just as important as 
those of students attending schools in urban areas.

He said living in a remote location no longer made 
students feel left behind, as the outreach programme 
brought valuable information and opportunities directly 
to their doorstep.

“This visit has helped many of us. Before, some 
students were unsure about what to do after high school. 
Now, we have a better understanding of the programmes 
available and the goals we want to achieve,” he said.

“I want to go to university after I finish high school 
and return to help my community. I hope that through 
education, I can make a positive difference for my 
people in the future.”

Meanwhile, the outreach programme will conclude 
in the Central Division later this month before heading 
North.

Kavanagasau Leaders 
Dream Bigger

FNU Concludes First Phase of School Outreach 
Visiting Over 50 Secondary Schools

BY ROMEKA KUMARI

(From left) Head girl Asenaca Vunilasi and Head boy Josefa 
Ulago. Photo Credit: Romeka Kumari

(From left) Head girl Asenaca Vunilasi, and Head boy Josefa Ulago. Photo Credit: Romeka Kumari

Principal of Nakorotubu Secondary School, 
Sakiusa Taginisedrau alongside FNU’s 
Outreach Specialist, Varanisese Vakula 

speaking with a student during the Student 
Liaison Outreach Programme. 

Photo Credit: Nicolette Chambers

BY NICOLETTE CHAMBERS

Students of Ratu Lalabalavu Secondary School in Solevu Village, Malolo Island 
participating in discussions at the Student Liaison Outreach Programme. Photo Credit: Elenoa Cagi.



At 5.30am, Adi Makereta 
Wati Malani begins her 
morning routine. She 

prepares her school uniform and 
packs her lunch before waiting 
for her transport, which arrives at 
6.00am, journeying to school for 
nearly two hours. 
There is only one mode of 
transportation in her village of 
Nabukadra in Nakorotubu, Ra – a 
carrier which transports students 
from 10 surrounding villages to 
Nakorotubu Secondary School.
Located in the most interior parts in 
the heart of Ra, the school is home 
to 120 students from Year 9 to Year 

13. It offers vocational programmes 
in Agriculture under the Ministry of 
Education, providing students with 
valuable practical skills and career 
pathways. 
A team from the Fiji National 
University (FNU) was fortunate to 
speak with these students providing 
career pathways during its annual 
Student Liaison Outreach Programme.
For 18-year-old Malani, being the 
Head Girl is an added responsibility 
which she does not carry lightly, 

but a challenge of balancing 
sacrifices, studies, family time, and 
commitment to her duty. 
Ever since losing her father three 
years ago, Malani has been residing 
with her mother and grandmother. 
Interestingly, her brother, Ratu Joji 
Tuwai Niyacomai Nei Adi Ateca 

Ki Lakeba Malani also serves as the 
Deputy Head Boy of the school.

“My mother is a vegetable farmer,” 
she said. 
“I have an ambition to become an 
accountant someday and pursue my 
studies at FNU, and give back to my 
family who have helped me through 
life.” 
Her advice to students is ‘all we need 
to do is our part and payback our 
hardworking parents’.

Ronish Chand. Photo Credit: Nicolette Chambers

Remote Teaching: A Rewarding Experience for Chand

Early to Rise,  
Determined to Succeed

Adi Makereta Wati Malani.  
Photo Credit: Nicolette Chambers

From the bustling Jetset Town of 
Nadi to the rugged interior of 
Ra, Nasau Central Secondary 

School Assistant Principal, Ronish 
Chand continues to embrace a journey 
dedicated to inspiring young people.

Established in 2018, the school serves 
115 students and is supported by 14 
dedicated teachers. In its early years, 
students and staff shared facilities with 
Nasau District School while eagerly 
awaiting the completion of their 
secondary school. In 2023, the students 
and teachers moved into their new 
school grounds, a place they are now 
proud to call home.

Today, Nasau Central Secondary 
School serves students from 14 
surrounding villages, providing access 
to education for young people living in 
some of the more remote parts of Ra.

For Chand, teaching in a remote 
school comes with its share of 
challenges, from distance and limited 
resources to the demands of serving a 
rural community.

Yet, these challenges are outweighed 
by the rewards of helping students 
realise their potential and one way was 
through participating in the Fiji National 
University’s Student Liaison Outreach 
Programme.

“The presentation today was a fruitful 
one listening to the various career 
pathways the FNU offers especially for 
our students residing far away from the 
city,” he said.

BY NICOLETTE CHAMBERS

BY NICOLETTE CHAMBERS “Her advice to students 
is ‘all we need to do is 

our part and payback our 
hardworking parents.” 

“ The presentation today was 
a fruitful one listening to the 

various career pathways the FNU 
offers especially for our students 
residing far away from the city.” 



I want my parents to have a better 
life.”

These are the simple yet powerful 
words that drives 18-year-old Baladina 
Naivou every day.

The Year 13 student and Senior Prefect 
of Rakiraki Public School was privileged to  
access information from the Fiji National 
University (FNU) representatives during 
the Student Outreach Liaison Programme at 
her school.

Naivou has seen her father work 
tirelessly as a vegetable farmer to provide 
for their family.

Inspired by his sacrifices, she has made 
a promise to her parents; to study hard, 

succeed in life and one day give them the 
comfort and opportunities they deserve.

“They deserve the world,” she said.
“I want to change the background of my 

family, earn an income that will allow me 
to enjoy life and at the same time look after 
my family.”

From Nabalesere in Saivou, Ra, she is the 
eldest of three children and understands the 
responsibility that comes with being a role 
model for her younger siblings.

With a passion for numbers and 
problem-solving, she dreams of pursuing 
a programme in Accounting at FNU next 
year.

BY NICOLETTE CHAMBERS
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Baladina Naivou. Photo Credit: Nicolette Chambers

Naivou Aims to Give Her  
Parents A Better Life

FNU Alumna Shines in Teaching Field

Fiji National University (FNU) student 
and Vice Principal of Nadarivatu High 
School, Maloni Takosewa continues to 

inspire the next generation through his career 
and as a student.

While leading one of the most interior-based 
schools in Fiji, Takosewa is also furthering his 
own academic journey as a Doctor of Education 
student at FNU’s College of Humanities, 
Education and Law.

He said the FNU visit added onto the 
positivity of getting students to pursue their 
education further.

He shares 21 years of experience in the 
teaching profession and has dedicated much 
of his career to shaping young minds and has 
proudly served at Nadarivatu High School since 
2015.

Takosewa said operations in the highlands 
may not always be smooth, but it is a rewarding 
experience altogether.

“Things here are not always smooth, the 
weather condition here is a big obstacle, it can 
be quite cold here,” he said.

“With the support of the Government and 
our visiting organisations such as some Non-
Government Organisations (NGO’s) including 
the Universities, not only technically but also 

through their advice and assistance, they have 
helped the school immensely.

“One of the most fascinating things about 
education up here in the highlands is that we 
make sure our students are not only equipped 
academically but we prepare them for life 
so with that, at the boys and girls hostels we 
include activities that will prepare them for 
lifelong skills such as giving them their own 
space to cook.”

He added that three years ago, through God’s 
grace, the school was able to secure a 100 per 
cent pass through the Year 13s.

“Last year we created history as we were 
the only school in Viti Levu to score 100 per 
cent in Year 12 and Year 13 and that has been 
made possible through the dedication and 
the collaboration among teachers but most 
importantly through divine intervention,” 
Takosewa added.

He also appreciated the support of the parents.
Nadarivatu High School will celebrate 50 

years of operation this year.

Jashita Sharma. Photo Credit: Nicolette Chambers.

FNU alumna and Penang Sangam High 
School teacher, Jashita Sharma continues to 
shine in the teaching field.

A passionate educator with five years of 
experience, Sharma has spent the last four years at 
Penang Sangam High School, teaching Biology and 
Chemistry to senior students in Years 11, 12 and 13.

She praised the impact of the Fiji National 
University’s (FNU) Student Liaison Outreach 
Programme on secondary school students throughout 
the country.

She believes the outreach programme plays a vital 
role in helping students make informed decisions 
about their future.

“This programme is very beneficial for 

our students as it provides a great window of 
opportunities for them to gauge different career 
options,” she said.

As an FNU graduate, Sharma appreciates the 
University’s efforts to engage directly with students 
and provide valuable guidance on the many 
educational and career pathways available to them.

Meanwhile, Year 13 student and Head Boy of the 
school, Abdul Shayaan has his mind made up of 
what he aspires to become.

The dream of becoming a doctor has always been 
clear to him with a goal of pursuing a Bachelor of 
Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) at FNU’s 
College of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences.

“My advice to other students is listen to your heart, 
follow your dreams, be consistent and never give 
up despite the many obstacles that may come your 
way,” he added.

BY NICOLETTE CHAMBERS 

Vice Principal and FNU Doctoral Student Inspires 
the

Maloni Takosewa. Photo Credit: Nicolette Chambers

BY NICOLETTE CHAMBERS

Next Generation
“We include activities that will 
prepare them for lifelong skills 
such as giving them their own 

space to cook.”

“They deserve the world.”



A Son Carrying Forward a Father’s Dream
BY TALEI BASERESERE & CHRISTAL KAPOOR
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For many students, pursuing 
higher education is about 
building a successful future. For 

Salote Buwawa, it is also about giving 
back to the person who has sacrificed the 
most for her family.

The Year 13 Commerce student from 
Lau, currently studying at Navesau 
Adventist High School, dreams of one 
day establishing a successful career in 
the business sector. With aspirations of 
studying Accounting or a double major 
in Accounting and Management at the 
Fiji National University (FNU), Salote is 
determined to create a brighter future for 
herself and her family.

Raised by her single mother, who 
serves as the sole breadwinner of the 
household, Salote has witnessed first-

hand the sacrifices required to provide 
opportunities for her children.

“My mother deserves the best in life, 
and I will give it my all to ensure she gets 
it,” she said.

During a recent visit by FNU’s 
Student Liaison Outreach Team, Salote 
gained valuable information about the 
University’s programmes, minimum 
entry requirements, Tertiary Scholarships 
and Loans Service (TSLS) opportunities, 
and flexible fee payment options.

She said the outreach programme was 
particularly beneficial for students living 
in rural communities, where travelling to 
urban centres to access information can 
be both costly and challenging.

“I am so grateful to the FNU outreach 
team for coming all the way to us in 
Navesau. For most of us, travelling to 

urban centres is expensive, and with the 
ongoing fuel challenges, it is difficult for 
many single-parent households like mine 
to afford those trips,” she said.

While many students dream of 
purchasing something for themselves 
after securing their first job, Salote’s goal 
is remarkably selfless.

Her first major purchase will be a 
washing machine for her mother.

To some, it may seem like a simple 
household appliance. To Salote, it 
symbolises years of sacrifice, countless 
hours of hard work, and an opportunity 
to make life a little easier for the woman 
who never stopped believing in her 
children.

“It is one of the many things I want to 
buy for her because she deserves the best 
in life,” she said.

For many families, dreams are 
sometimes placed on hold in 
favour of responsibility. For 

Tilak High School Head Boy, Aarav 
Narayan, that reality shaped his family’s 
story and inspired his own ambitions.

Growing up in Ba, Aarav often heard 
about his father’s passion for engineering. 
As a young man, his father had hoped 
to pursue a career in the field. However, 
at the time, teaching scholarships were 
more accessible than opportunities in 
engineering. Choosing stability and 
a secure future, he pursued education 
instead, eventually becoming the Head of 
Department for Mathematics and Physics 
at Tilak High School.

Today, Aarav is determined to continue 
the dream his father once set aside.

After achieving outstanding results 
in his Year 12 examinations, with 100 
in both Mathematics and Physics, and 
topping his school, Aarav has his sights 
firmly set on joining the Fiji National 
University’s Pacific Centre for Aviation 
Studies, where he hopes to pursue 
Aircraft Engineering and become the first 
engineer in his family.

“Engineering is more than a career 
choice, it is an opportunity to honour 
the sacrifices made by my parents and 
to build on the foundation they have 
provided. I have spent years learning 
mathematics and physics from my 
father and this has only strengthened my 
passion for understanding how things 
work and solving complex challenges,” 
revealed Aarav.

His journey reflects a family tradition 
of breaking new ground. Aarav’s older 
sister is currently studying nursing at 
FNU and is on track to become the 
family’s first nurse.

As a student leader, Aarav believes 
success comes down to one simple 
principle.

“Time management is the key to 
conquering any challenge because when 
you control your time, you control your 
future.”

As he prepares for Year 13 and his next 
step towards aviation engineering, Aarav 
represents the aspirations of many young 
Fijians who are determined to transform 
family sacrifices into future success. 
At FNU, those ambitions are given the 
opportunity to take flight.

A Daughter’s Dream
BY CHRISTAL KAPOOR 

Aarav Narayan.  
Photo Credit: Talei Baseresere

For Lautoka Muslim College 
Head Girl, Marian Lilly Phoo 
Cama, the path to her future 

career has never been clearer.
The aspiring medical professional has 

already set her sights on enrolling in the 
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of 
Surgery (MBBS) programme offered 
through Fiji National University’s 
College of Medicine, Nursing and 
Health Sciences.

Marian was among the students 
who attended a recent Student Liaison 
Outreach Programme session conducted 
by the Fiji National University, where 
students were provided with detailed 
information on academic pathways, 
programme requirements, admissions 
processes, and career opportunities.

Reflecting on the session, Marian 
said it was the first time she had 

attended a career guidance presentation 
that provided such comprehensive 
information about science-related 
pathways.

“This is the first session I have 
attended where career pathways in 
science were explained in such detail. 
We learnt about accredited programmes, 
cut-off marks, quota requirements, and 
exactly what results are needed to gain 
entry into specific fields,” she said.

She added that the information helped 
her better understand the steps required 
to achieve her goal of becoming a 
doctor and has motivated her to remain 
focused on her studies.

As Head Girl, Marian believes 
leadership comes with a responsibility 
to encourage and inspire others. She 
regularly reminds her fellow students 
to dream big, remain committed to 
their goals, and never lose sight of 

the sacrifices their parents make to 
support their education.

“Our parents work hard to provide 
opportunities for us. Remembering 
their sacrifices helps keep us 
motivated and focused on achieving 
our goals,” she said.

With a clear vision for her 
future and a passion for serving 
others through medicine, Marian 
is determined to work towards her 
ambitions and hopes to one day 
join the ranks of future healthcare 
professionals at Fiji National 
University.

Through initiatives such as 
the Student Liaison Outreach 
Programme, FNU continues 
to empower students with the 
knowledge and guidance needed to 
make informed decisions about their 
education and future careers.

Head Girl Inspired to Pursue Medicine 
Following FNU Outreach Session

BY CHRISTAL KAPOOR & TALEI BASERESERE

Marian Cama. Photo Credit: Talei 
Baseresere

Salote Buwawa.  
Photo Credit: Christal Kapoor.



FIJI Water, Neptune Pacific, FNU and Key Stakeholders 
Strengthen Dialogue with Cal Poly

A mini summit hosted by the Fiji 
National University (FNU) this 
month has laid the foundation 

for stronger collaboration in maritime 
education, workforce development and 
industry-aligned training following the 
visit of the California Polytechnic State 
University (Cal Poly) Training Ship 
Golden Bear to Fiji.

The summit brought together 
representatives from FNU, Cal 
Poly, FIJI Water, Neptune Pacific, 
the Ministry of National Planning, 
the Maritime Safety Authority of 
Fiji (MSAF) and the United States 
Embassy to discuss opportunities for 
strengthening Fiji’s maritime training 
sector.

The meeting built on relationships 
established during the FIJI Water and 
Neptune Pacific Career Centre Summit 
held in California last year, where 
delegates from FIJI Water, Neptune 
Pacific and FNU visited Cal Poly to 
explore opportunities for international 
engagement, industry collaboration and 
skills development.

Discussions focused on enhancing 

maritime training in Fiji through 
potential train-the-trainer initiatives, 
cadet pathways, international exposure 
opportunities and better alignment 
of local training programmes with 
international industry standards.

FNU Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Unaisi Nabobo-Baba said meaningful 
partnerships between education 
providers, industry, government and 
international institutions were essential 
to developing a skilled workforce that 
meets Fiji’s current and future needs.

“We acknowledge the contribution 
of all key stakeholders in supporting 
this important dialogue. Partnerships 
between education, industry, 
government and international 
institutions are critical to ensuring 
Fiji’s training programmes continue to 
respond to the needs of our people, our 
industries and our national development 
priorities,” Professor Nabobo-Baba said.

The outcomes of the summit will help 
shape ongoing discussions between 
the Career Centre, Cal Poly, FNU, 
government agencies and industry 
partners, with several priority areas 
identified for future collaboration.

Director of the Career Centre, Carol 
Watkins, said the partnership was born 

out of a shared recognition of the need 
to bridge the gap between industry 
requirements and workforce capabilities.

“Through our stakeholder partnerships 
and discussions, we identified a gap 
between the skills being developed 
and the skills required in practice, 
particularly within the manufacturing 
and maritime sectors. That is why last 
year an MOA was signed between 
FIJI Water, Fiji National University 
and Neptune Pacific to establish a $14 
million Career Centre. The Centre 
was created as a solution to strengthen 
industry-aligned skills training and 
workforce development in Fiji,” Ms 
Watkins said.

She said the Career Centre had already 
commenced delivering programmes in 
manufacturing fundamentals, maritime 
safety and forklift operations, with 

a target of training more than 300 
employees by the end of the year.

“This year is focused on building 
strong foundations. In 2027, the 
Career Centre will transition into 
an institutionalised national model 
delivered through FNU, and by 2028 our 
aim is to offer internationally recognised 
certification,” she added.

Cal Poly Professor Dawn Neill said 
the summit demonstrated a shared 
commitment to strengthening maritime 
education and creating practical 
pathways into employment.

“This collaboration is about 
stewardship, partnership and building 
long-term capability. We look forward to 
continuing discussions on how we can 
work together to innovate programmes, 
review training pathways, connect 
learning to employment opportunities, 
build capacity and support practical, 
phased industry engagement,” Professor 
Neill said.

The mini summit reinforced the 
shared commitment of all partners to 
advancing maritime training, supporting 
workforce development and creating 
sustainable career pathways that respond 
to the evolving needs of Fiji’s maritime 
and manufacturing industries.

BY WATI TALEBULA
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Participants of the mini summit held at FNU’s Pacific Centre for Maritime Studies. Photo Credit: Penioni Kolinisau

Onboard the Califonia Polytechnic State University (Cal Poly) training  
ship- Golden Bear. Photo Credit: Penioni Kolinisau

Golden Bear at the Kings Wharf in Suva. Photo Credit: Penioni Kolinisau

“Fiji National 
University and 

Neptune Pacific to 
establish a $14 million 

Career Centre.”
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Shaliya Prasad and Ashid Ali.  
Photo Credit: Nicolette Chambers

Shaliya Prasad and Ashid Ali share more than 
a friendship they share a dream of one day 
pursuing careers in medicine and making a 

difference in the lives of others.
Prasad serves as a Senior Prefect at Tavua College 

while Ali is the Head Boy of the school. 
After hearing the presentation of the 

various career pathways offered during 
the Fiji National University’s 
(FNU) Student Liaison Outreach 
Programme, Prasad is now 
confident of what requirements 
are needed to pursue FNU’s 
Bachelor of Medicine and 
Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 
at the College of Medicine, 
Nursing and Health Sciences.

“At first, I was a bit scared 
to apply for MBBS, but today’s 
session allowed me to make up 
my mind. With FNU it is now a 
dream that I can achieve, and I really 
wanted to do MBBS because 
I love taking care of 

people,” she shared.
“I am now relieved that FNU has made it easy for 

students to apply for the programme.”
Prasad said she is grateful to her hardworking parents 

for supporting her dream.
Since Year 11, Ashid Ali has had a clear vision for his 

future.
He is driven by a desire to make his parents proud 

while leading by example both inside and outside 
the classroom.

“Joining FNU has been very clear to 
me since Year 11 because there are 
many programmes that we can choose 
from,” he added. 

BY NICOLETTE CHAMBERS

“At first, I was a bit 
scared to apply for 
MBBS, but today’s 

session allowed me to 
make up my mind.”

Shaliya Prasad


