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FNU Vice-Chancellor, Professor Unaisi Nabobo-Baba during the 
Labasa Students’ Orientation held on 11 February, 2026. 
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WHAT’S INSIDE

WELCOME HOME TO FNU

By 2027, the Naiyaca Campus 
will be fully developed, Vice-
Chancellor Professor Unaisi 

Nabobo-Baba announced, as the Fiji 

National University (FNU) reaffirmed 
its long-term commitment to the 
Northern Division during the Naiyaca 
Campus (Labasa) Orientation today.

The event was attended by FNU 
Foundation Patron, Na Gone Turaga 

Bale na Tui Macuata, Turaga i Taukei 
Bolatagane, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, 
and highlighted FNU’s ongoing 
partnership with the region through 
the Government-supported Vualiku 
Programme.
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Addressing students, staff and 
invited guests, Professor Nabobo-
Baba emphasised the importance 
of sustained engagement and 
development in the North.
“Tui Macuata is the Patron of the 

FNU Foundation,” she said.
This Vice-Chancellor will 

ensure that our team will always 
come to you here in the North, 
because the Government expects 
us to be here for the next ten 
years.”
She explained that the Na 

Vualiku Project outlines FNU’s 
long-term presence in the 
Northern Division, with visible 
improvements already planned.
“It is called the Na Vualiku 

Project. You will see us, and you 
will see the road here improving,” 
she said.
Professor Nabobo-Baba added 

that the Naiyaca Campus is on a 
clear development timeline, with 

major milestones expected within 
the next few years.
“By the end of 2027, this campus 

will be fully developed,” she said.
The Vice-Chancellor also 

acknowledged the generosity 
of Tui Macuata, noting that the 
growth of the Naiyaca Campus 
would not have been possible 
without his support.
“We have Tui Macuata to thank, 

especially for the land that was 
gifted to the FNU family,” she 
said.
In his address, Ratu Wiliame 

emphasised the values of 
commitment, responsibility and 
education in shaping the future of 
the North.
“When you start, that beginning 

often decides where you are 
going,” he said, reminding 
students that their origins do not 
limit their potential, but they do 
shape their sense of purpose.

“Like many of you, I did not 
grow up with everything. There 
were days when simply getting to 
school required effort, patience 
and sacrifice—from my family, 
from the community, and from 
the child I was.”
He urged students to view 

hardship as strength rather than 
weakness.
“That is not weakness. That is 

responsibility. And I urge you to 
live up to that responsibility.”
Ratu Wiliame stressed that 

education is a collective effort 
and not merely a personal 
achievement.
“When you study, you are not 

studying only for yourself. You 
are studying for your parents 
who made sacrifices, for your 
grandparents who believed in 
you, and for your community that 
needs you.”
He further highlighted the role 

of young leaders in national 
development.
“This nation needs you as 

leaders who understand service, 
responsibility and commitment.”
Ratu Wiliame described Naiyaca 

Campus as a symbol of hope for 
the North. Recalling his remarks 
at the campus’s first graduation 
ceremony in 2025, he reiterated:
“This campus is more than 

buildings and classrooms. It is 
a place where the hope for the 
North will be made visible.”
“You, the students, are our 

hope,” he said, adding that 
leadership is built through 
character and perseverance rather 
than comfort or convenience.
“It means gratitude. It means 

showing up, doing what is right 
even when it is difficult, and 
remaining committed even when 
no one is watching.

Tevita Baleiyasawa 
Baleibana’s 
upbringing, shaped 

by strong family values 
and community ties, has 
instilled in him a sense of 
responsibility and purpose 
that continues to guide his 
academic and personal 
journey.
Tevita is from Naqumu 

Village in Macuata with 
maternal links to Nabouva 
Village in Wainibuka, Tailevu.
He is pursuing Bachelor 

of Commerce in Industrial 
Relations, Human Resource 

Management and Information 
Systems. 
This field was a deliberate 

choice, motivated by his belief 
in its capacity to drive national 
development. 
“I chose this field because 

it offers many opportunities. 
Considering the current 
national economy, fields like 
human resource management 
and industrialisation play a 
big role in developing the 
country’s economy, which 
motivated me to study this 
area,” he explains.
Tevita’s is a former student 

of Labasa College, where 

he built a strong foundation 
that continues to support his 
ambitions. 
Beyond academics, he is also 

the eldest of three siblings, 
taking on a guiding role for 
his younger brother, who is 
also pursuing studies, and 
his younger sister, who is 
currently in secondary school.
Reflecting on his current 

experience, Tevita expresses 
profound gratitude: “Being 
here is truly amazing and 
wonderful, and I’m grateful to 
the Lord for this opportunity.” 

Meresiana Ela is 
proudly pursuing 
a Diploma in 

Animal Husbandry at the Fiji 
National University (FNU), 
describing her journey as both 
meaningful and inspiring. 
“It feels very special to be 

here today. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to study 
at FNU,” she shares with 
heartfelt appreciation.
Originally from Tacilevu 

Village in Savusavu, 
Cakaudrove, with maternal 
ties to Rukuruku Village 

in Ovalau, Meresiana is the 
eighth of eleven siblings. Her 
path has not been without 
hardship. 
In 2012, she faced the 

heartbreaking loss of her 
father and two brothers. 
She successfully completed 

Year 13, passing both the Fiji 
School Leaving Certificate 
and the Fiji Seventh Form 
Examination (now known as 
the Fiji Year 13 Certificate 
Examination). 
Despite her academic 

achievements, uncertainty 
about her future led her to 

remain at home for several 
years.
Her life changed last year 

when she met Mr. Saula Koro 
from FNU during a youth 
awareness event in Kubulau, 
Bua. 
“We talked and he 

encouraged me to pursue my 
studies,” she recalls. 
Today, Meresiana is thriving 

academically and remains 
deeply thankful for the 
guidance and support that 
helped her return to education 
and pursue her dreams.

Continued from page 1
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Photo: Penioni Kolinisau

Aiming High

From Setbacks to Success
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A Dream Rooted in Sacrifice and Hope

Originally from 
Bharuch in Gujarat, 
India, and now 

proudly calling Rakiraki 
home, Zakira Patel, is on 
a remarkable journey to 
becoming the first doctor in 
her family.

The former Rakiraki Public 
High School student shared 
that her parents, both Arabic 
and Urdu scholars, have been 
her greatest source of strength 
and inspiration. She spoke 
with heartfelt gratitude about 
the many sacrifices they have 
made to support her dream 
of one day wearing a white 
doctor’s coat.

“Ever since I was a child, I 
have been captivated by the 
white coat and the critical 
work done by doctors, not only 
in my country but across the 

world. I have always wanted to 
become a doctor and give back 
to the country I now proudly 
call home,” Patel shared.

Patel revealed that she chose 
the Fiji National University 
after a school visit conducted 
by the FNU team.

“I learnt that the programmes 
were accredited and that the 
medical school is among the 
best in the Pacific. From the 
moment I applied, the process 
has been smooth, and the 
staff have been incredibly 
supportive. Despite this being 
my first year and only my 
first few days here, I already 
feel at ease and even more 
determined to pursue this 
career,” she said.

Patel also shared an 
emotional reflection, 
expressing her wish that her 
grandparents, who still live in 
India, could have witnessed 

her walking through the gates 
of the Pasifika Campus as she 
stepped into a new chapter of 
her life.

When asked what excites her 
most about medical school, 
Patel said she is eager to 
explore new subjects such as 
Anatomy and Microbiology, 
which she believes will shape 
her understanding of the 
human body and strengthen 
her commitment to saving 
lives.

Patel encourages secondary 
school students to remain 
steadfast in pursuing their 
ambitions.

“Keep working towards 
your dreams and never 
doubt yourself or your 
ability to achieve them. With 
determination, faith, and the 
support of those who believe in 
you, anything is possible!”

Laitia Ratu Naqelevuki 
Karikaritu, a 24-year-
old has embarked on 

an inspiring journey driven by 
determination and a passion 
for learning at the Fiji National 
University this year.

 Originally from the 
picturesque island of Kadavu, 
Karikaritu is currently 
pursuing a Certificate in 
Customs at the College of 
Business Hospitality and 
Tourism Studies (CBHTS), 
a step he describes as a 
significant milestone in his 
educational journey.

During the orientation 

at Nasinu Campus today, 
Karikaritu shared his 
excitement about returning to 
university after three years. 
Having previously completed 
a Certificate in Community 
Development from the 
University of the South 
Pacific in 2023, he expressed 
his eagerness to further his 
qualifications and unlock new 
opportunities.

Despite facing the challenge 
of partial visual impairment, 
Karikaritu remains undeterred. 

“My dream is to make a 
meaningful contribution to my 
community and to prove that 
no challenge is too great if you 
are determined enough,” he 

said.
Karikaritu’s interest in 

Customs stems from his desire 
to upgrade his skills and 
broaden his career prospects. 

“I believe that education is 
a powerful tool for change 
and I hope to inspire others 
from my community to pursue 
their aspirations regardless of 
difficulties,” he said.

Reflecting on his journey, 
Karikaritu remarked, “Every 
step I take is a step towards 
realising my dreams. I want to 
show others that with passion 
and perseverance, anything is 
possible.”

For Jesnil Singh, a former Xavier 
College student, acceptance into 
the Bachelor of Medical Laboratory 

Science programme is more than an 
academic milestone, it is the fulfilment of 
a family dream built on perseverance and 
sacrifice.

“This was never just my dream,” Jesnil 
said. “It started with my mum.”

Though the medical science field once felt 
intimidating, his mother’s unwavering belief 
pushed him forward. “She always told me I 
was capable, even when I doubted myself. 

When I got the acceptance letter and saw 
her face, that moment made everything 
worth it.”

Jesnil’s father, a farmer, has spent his life 

working the land to support the family.
Growing up in a modest household taught 

Jesnil resilience and gratitude. “When I 
told my dad the news, he cried. Those tears 
meant years of sacrifice and faith.”

His parents often placed his education 
above their own comfort, believing it would 
open doors they never had the chance to 
walk through. That belief continues to drive 
him.

As Jesnil begins this new chapter, his goal 
is clear: “I want to give my parents the life 
they never had. If I can do that, then their 
sacrifices were not in vain.”

Carrying his own ambitions alongside 
his family’s dreams, Jesnil steps forward 
with determination—guided by hope and 
grounded in love.

A White Coat Dream

Karikaritu Pursues Customs
Dream Despite Challenges

By CHRISTAL KAPOOR

By ROMEKA KUMARI

Zakira Patel
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Laitia Ratu Naqelevuki Karikaritu
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Jesnil Singh (right) with his father during the orientation at Pasifika Campus.
Photo: Wati Talebula
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For 20-year-old 
Leeane Bogitini, 
stepping into the 

Fiji National University’s 
(FNU) Natabua Campus 
marked more than just 
the beginning of her 
tertiary studies, but a 
continuation of a family 
legacy.
Originally from 

Savusavu in Vanua Levu, 
Bogitini is the eldest of 
six siblings. With that 
role comes responsibility 
to set an example for 
those who look up to her. 
A former student of 

Lomaivuna Secondary 
School in Naitasiri, 
she is now pursuing a 

Bachelor of Education 
(Secondary), (History 
and Geography).
Growing up in a family 

of educators, she was 
surrounded by marking 
papers and conversations 
about shaping and 
inspiring young minds to 
become good citizens and 
successful people in life.
Her greatest inspiration, 

however, has been 
her father. With his 
words of advice to not 
only select a teaching 
programme but to 
contribute meaningfully 
to the development of Fiji 
through education.
“I’ve always wanted to 

become a teacher,” she 
shared. 

“It’s something that was 
inspired by my father and 
my family. I see it as a 
way I can give back and 
help shape the future of 
our country.”
She said moving to 

Natabua Campus has 
brought new experiences 
and challenges for her 
as she is living away 
from her family for the 
first time, presently still 
adjusting to hostel life. 
“It is not easy, but I am 

determined to cope with 
it by building friendships, 
staying focused on my 
studies and embracing 
the independence that 
comes with university 
life,” she added.

When Iftiyab Taiyaz 
Ali’s mother was still 
with him, he made 

a promise to her to pursue a 
programme at a university close 
to their family home in Ba. 
Ali did just that and enrolled 

into the programme, Bachelor 
of Education (Secondary) 
(Industrial Arts) at the Fiji 
National University’s Ba Campus. 
However, he sadly lost his mother 
last month. 
A former student of Kamil 

Muslim College, Ali said he is 
content that this programme also 
aligned with his aspirations of 
becoming a teacher. 

He said the offering of this 
programme for the first time at 
FNU’s Ba Campus was timely for 
him. 
“I was looking after my mother,” 

he said.
“I made a promise to her that I 

would study nearby to home as 
I was her carer and I am glad I 
enrolled into this programme, 
I am sad however as she is not 
present to witness me begin this 
journey.
“My passion was also to become 

a teacher.”
Ali is the only child in the 

family and resides with his father.
His advice to the youth of today 

is ‘focus on your goals and ensure 
your time is balanced’.

Family friends, Navnita 
Devi and Priyanshu 
Singh, are proudly living 

their dreams at the Fiji National 
University (FNU), Bonunaqwele 
Nadi Campus.
Now first-year students, the 

18-year-olds are working towards 
completing their programmes.
Devi is pursuing a Certificate 

in Cookery (Level 3) while 
Singh is taking on a Bachelor of 
Commerce in Economics and 
Finance.
Originally from Kavanagasau 

in Sigatoka, the pair are grateful 
to be studying at FNU’s 

Bonunaqwele Nadi Campus, 
where their aspirations are 
beginning to take shape. 
“I would also be in the kitchen 

cooking up a storm at home, and 
so that was the humble beginning 
for me and knew where my heart 
truly belonged – in a kitchen,” 
said Devi.
Singh, however, is following in 

the footsteps of her brother-in-law 
who is also in the same field.
Now residing in Nadi and away 

from their families is a new 
challenge for them, but with the 
right support they are confident 
to go through this journey 
successfully. 

By NICOLETTE CHAMBERS

Bogitini’s Journey into Teaching – Continuing A Family Legacy

By NICOLETTE CHAMBERS
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Ali Fulfills Promise 
to Late Mum 

Two friends, Two 
Dreams, One 

Journey at FNU

Navnita Devi (left) and Priyanshu Singh at the FNU Bonunaqwele Nadi Campus. 
Photo: Nicolette Chambers

Iftiyab Taiyaz Ali
Photo: Nicolette Chambers

Leeane Bogitini at the FNU Natabua Campus in Lautoka. 
Photo: Nicolette Chambers
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Leaving home is never easy, 
but for Nigerian national 
Tagbo Nonso Sylvester, 

the journey to Fiji represents hope 
and ambition. He has travelled 
thousands of kilometres to pursue 
a Certificate IV in Joinery and 
Cabinet Making at FNU’s College 
of Engineering and Technical, 
Vocational, Education and Training 
(CETVET
Though only four days in Fiji, 

Sylvester already feels at home.
“The people are welcoming, 

the environment is peaceful, and 
even the weather reminds me of 
Nigeria,” he said.
A skilled furniture maker, he 

chose FNU to refine his craft and 
gain international exposure. “I 
wanted to improve my technical 
knowledge and learn modern 
techniques. This qualification will 
help me raise my standards and 
expand opportunities,” he shared.
While leaving his wife and young 

son behind was difficult, they 
remain his greatest motivation.
“It’s a small sacrifice for a better 

future,” he said.
Determined to succeed, Sylvester 

hopes to return home with new 
skills and confidence to build 
something meaningful for his 
family and community. “This 
opportunity means everything to 
me. FNU has opened a door, and I 
am ready to make the most of it.”

Melenaite Vakalahi, 
Jordan Tofa Halaifonua 
and Sinai Taukeiaho 

have journeyed from the Kingdom 
of Tonga to begin their medical 
studies at the Fiji National 
University’s College of Medicine, 
Nursing and Health Sciences 
(CMNHS).
The trio shares a dream of 

becoming doctors, with Fiji set to 
be their home for the next six years. 
“We are incredibly excited to be 
here and are already enjoying the 
experience,” they said.
Leaving loved ones was difficult, 

but Halaifonua, 25, reflected on the 
sacrifice: “It is a step I am willing 
to take to build a better future for 
myself and my family.”

Grateful for the opportunity, the 
students described their acceptance 
into CMNHS as a blessing.
“Through God’s grace, we have 

been given the chance to study 
at the Pacific’s premier medical 
school,” they shared.
Taukeiaho looks forward to 

building friendships across Fiji’s 
diverse communities, while 
Vakalahi sees the journey as both 
academic and personal growth.
“This is a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity, and I am determined 
to make the most of it,” she said.
Together, they embody 

determination, faith, and regional 
unity, showcasing how FNU 
continues to strengthen Pacific 
connections while shaping the 
next generation of healthcare 
professionals.

For Bernadette Lydia 
Rokoduru, the path to 
medicine began not 

in a classroom, but in prayer. 
She vividly recalls kneeling 
and asking God to reveal her 
purpose in life. 
Today, the answer to her 

prayer has led her to the Fiji 
National University (FNU), 
where she has begun her 
journey as a first-year student 
in the Bachelor of Medicine 
and Bachelor of Surgery 
(MBBS) programme.
Bernadette is the only 

daughter of Malakai 
Rokoduru and one of three 
children in the family. Filled 
with pride and emotion, her 
father accompanied her on 

her first day at university, 
marking the beginning of 
what he describes as a dream 
long destined to unfold.
“Bernadette was born 

to be a doctor,” he said. 
“She is caring, kind, full 
of compassion and has a 
genuine love for people. 
Seeing her step into this new 
chapter makes me incredibly 
proud.”
The family first learnt of 

Bernadette’s acceptance into 
medical school earlier this 
year at the FNU Nausori 
Roadshow. For Malakai, the 
moment was both joyous and 
deeply affirming.
“I was surprised, not 

because she was incapable, 
but because she attended 
a private school, Nausori 

Baptist Christian Academy,” 
he explained. “Her brother 
is currently pursuing 
nursing, so her decision to 
study medicine beautifully 
complements his path. As a 
parent, I feel truly blessed 
and proud that both my 
children have been called 
by God to serve through 
healing.”
Bernadette shared that her 

journey was not without 
moments of doubt. When 
she first told her mother, 
who is currently in Zambia, 
about her dream of becoming 
a doctor, her mother was 
hesitant. However, witnessing 
Bernadette’s unwavering 
determination gradually 
changed her perspective.

By ROMEKA KUMARI

By CHRISTAL KAPOOR
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A Divine Call to Heal

(Left to Right) Malakai Rokoduru with his daughter 
Bernadette Lydia Rokoduru.

Photo: Roshel Singh

Nigerian national Tagbo Nonso Sylvester 
Photo: Roshel Singh

Nigerian National Eager 
to Upskill at FNU

Tongan Trio Embark on 
Their Medical Journey

(From left) Melenaite Vakalahi, Jordan Tofa Halaifonua and Sinai Taukeiaho
Photo: Roshel Singh



Care | Honesty | Accountability | Service | Excellence
www.fnu.ac.fj

Shruti Tanisha Kumar may not come 
from a farming background, but her 
curiosity about agriculture has planted 

a dream she is now ready to nurture.
The 19-year-old Suva resident was among 

the enthusiastic new students attending 
orientation at the Fiji National University 
(FNU), where she will pursue a Bachelor of 
Science majoring in Agriculture at the College 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (CAFF).
A former student of Ahmadiyya Muslim 

College, Kumar’s interest in agriculture 
grew from a desire to better understand food 

production and sustainability, subjects she 
believes are vital for the future.
“Agriculture affects every single person, 

whether we realise it or not. I want to learn 
how food is produced, how we can do it 
better, and how science can help feed our 
communities in a sustainable way,” she said. 
Despite not being raised on a farm, she never 

saw that as a limitation.
“You don’t need to come from a farming 

family to care about agriculture. What matters 
is passion and the willingness to learn. I am 
starting from curiosity, and I hope to grow 
into knowledge,” she said. 

Accompanying her to orientation were her 
parents, Navin Kumar and Raghni Kumar, 
whose pride and support were evident 
throughout the day. 
“My parents have always believed in my 

education. Having them by my side today 
reminds me that I’m not walking this journey 
alone,” she said. 
“I want to be part of solutions, solutions 

to food security, climate challenges and 
sustainable development. This is where my 
journey begins, and I’m excited for what lies 
ahead.”

Ethan Michael is charting a 
new course for his family, 
becoming the first among 

his five siblings to pursue a career 
in medicine. 

Hailing from Tuvalu, Ethan 
has embarked on a challenging 
yet deeply meaningful journey 
towards a Bachelor of Medicine 
and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 
at the Fiji National University.

Supported by the Australia 
Awards Pacific Scholarship, 
funded by the Australian 
Government through the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (DFAT), Ethan’s 
achievement represents both 
personal determination and the 
fulfilment of a long-held family 
dream.
While his siblings have chosen 

different professional paths, 
Ethan felt a strong pull towards 
the medical field, one crafted by 
his upbringing and his parents’ 
influence.
His mother works as a midwife 

nurse in Australia, and it was 
through watching her dedication 
to caring for others that his 
ambition took root.
“Growing up, I saw how my 

mum’s work changed lives every 
day. She inspired me to see 
medicine not just as a job, but as a 
way of serving people when they 

need it most,” Ethan shared. 
Ethan also speaks proudly of 

honouring his parents’ aspirations. 
His father, who works at The 
Pacific Community, instilled 
in him the value of service and 
commitment to the Pacific region.
“My parents always believed I 

could make a difference through 
medicine. Pursuing MBBS feels 
like I’m carrying their hopes with 
me, and that motivates me to 
push through every challenge,” 
he said.Beginning his studies 
at FNU, Ethan is aware of the 
demands ahead, long hours, 
rigorous training, and time away 
from home. Yet, his focus remains 
clear.
“I want to return to Tuvalu one 

day as a qualified doctor and give 
back to the community that raised 
me,” he added.

By ROMEKA KUMARI

By ROMEKA KUMARI

By ROMEKA KUMARI

A Young Woman’s Journey into Agriculture

Michael - First in the 
Family to Pursue Medicine

Ethan Michael
Photo: Romeka Kumari

Shruti Tanisha Kumar (middle) with her parents during Orientation at the College of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (CAFF)
Photo: Romeka Kumari
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Kasanita Tuitubou carries the 
weight of heritage and hope with 
quiet determination. 

Hailing from Tubou Village in Lakeba, 
Lau, with strong maternal links to 
Muanaicake Village in Fulaga, Lau, 
Kasanita’s story is deeply rooted in the 
ocean and the values passed down through 
generations.
Her inspiration comes from her 

grandfather, a respected seafarer whose life 
at sea left a lasting impression. 
“My grandfather was a seafarer, and 

I wanted to follow in his footsteps,” 
Kasanita shared. 
“I grew up hearing stories about him, and 

I knew from a young age that I wanted to 
be like him.” 
Those stories shaped her dreams and 

planted a sense of purpose that continues 
to guide her choices today.
Currently studying at SSKMC in Nadi, 

Kasanita balances her academic life with 
the responsibilities that come from being 
the eldest of six siblings. 
In her family, leadership is not optional—

it is expected. 
“Since I am the eldest, I have to be an 

example to my younger siblings,” she said. 
“They look up to me, so I always try to do 

the right thing.”
That sense of responsibility has 

strengthened her discipline and resilience. 
Whether in the classroom or at home, 
Kasanita understands that her actions set 
the tone for those who follow. 
She sees education and personal growth 

as part of honouring her family and 
village.

Eromi Uluiwaya, 19, 
from Navoci Village 
in Nadi with maternal 

roots in Moce Island, Lau, is 
charting a new course for his 
future. 
As the eldest of three 

siblings, Eromi feels a strong 
responsibility to set a positive 
example. 
His journey began at 

Votualevu College, where he 
developed a keen interest in 
marine engineering.
Eromi’s path took a clear 

direction after attending 
the FNU Open Day, which 
motivated him to pursue 

a Diploma in Marine 
Engineering. 
“The Open Day encouraged 

me to take up the course,” he 
said, reflecting on the moment 
that sparked his ambition. 
The experience opened his 

eyes to the opportunities 
available and strengthened his 
resolve to succeed.
Now, Eromi is committed to 

mastering the skills needed 
for a career at sea. He hopes 
to inspire his younger siblings 
and others from his village by 
proving that dedication and 
education can lead to a bright 
future.

Grace Loata Leba 
Matailea’s passion for 
the maritime industry 

was sparked by both family 
influence and personal curiosity. 
Coming from a family of 

retired navy officers, the sea has 
always been a strong presence 
in her life. 
“Growing up, I was always 

inspired by the stories and 
discipline of the navy,” she 
shared. 
At just 19 years old, Grace is 

determined to follow a similar 
path by pursuing a Diploma in 
Nautical Science.
Originally from Navoci 

Village in Nadi, with maternal 
links to Dravuni, Ono in 
Kadavu, Grace attended 
SSKMC before exploring her 
future options. 
Her interest became clearer 

after attending the Fiji National 
University (FNU) Open Day. 
“The Open Day really helped 

me understand the programme 
better. I was able to ask 
questions and see if it was the 
right fit for me,” she said.
Grace encourages other 

students to attend Open Days, 
emphasizing their importance. 
“You get to know more about 

the programme and it helps you 
make confident decisions about 
your future,” she advised.
Raised by a single mother, 

Grace credits her strength and 
resilience to her upbringing. 
“My mum always reminds me 

to stay strong and never give 
up,” she said.
This mindset continues to 

motivate her as she works 
towards becoming the person 
she is meant to be.
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Riding Waves of 
Opportunity

Charting Her Nautical 
Journey
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Para-athlete Semiti 
Daunivalu Matanitobua 
has made his mark on 

the world stage through sport, 
and at 51, he is now charting a 
new path beyond competition.
He has taken a bold step 

toward self-improvement by 
enrolling at the Fiji National 
University. 
Matanitobua is proving that 

age is no barrier to education or 
new beginnings.
Making his way to the FNU 

Orientation at the Nasinu 
Campus, Matanitobua was 
visibly excited about his new 
academic pursuit. 
“I believe that learning is a 

lifelong journey. Age should 
never be a barrier. It’s about the 
passion to grow and improve 
oneself,” he said.
Hailing from a background 

of sporting excellence, 
Matanitobua has represented 
Fiji on the global stage in short 
put, a sport that has defined 
much of his life.
“Sport has given me so 

much—discipline, resilience, 
and the drive to succeed. But 
now, I am here to learn more, to 
understand the science behind 
sports and to prepare for life 
after my athletic journey.”
Despite the physical and 

mental demands of his sporting 
career, Matanitobua has always 
believed in continuous self-
improvement.
“I came to pursue a Certificate 

in Sports Science because I 
want to understand my body 
better, to learn about the 
science behind training and 
performance,” he explained. 
“This qualification is not just 

for me; it’s about inspiring 
others in my community that 
it’s never too late to chase your 
dreams.”
His motivation transcends 

personal achievement. 
“I am doing this for my family 

and future generations. I want 
to show them that education is 
a lifelong pursuit. My journey 
isn’t over; it’s just beginning,” 
he said.
“This is my first formal 

university qualification, and 
I am determined to make the 
most of it. Every day is an 
opportunity to learn, to grow, 
and to redefine what I am 
capable of.”
As he embarks on this new 

chapter, Matanitobua’s words 
resonate with many: “It’s never 
too late to start something new. 
Whether in sport or education, 
the key is to have the courage 
to take that first step. I am 
proof that with dedication and 
passion, anything is possible.”

By ROMEKA KUMARI

Shot Put Athlete Seeks New 
Horizons 
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